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Subject: Geography’s Best Scientific Paper Awards for 2007

It is my pleasure to announce the winners of Geography’s Best Scientific Paper Awards for 2007.  These awards were established in 2007 to recognize individual scientists for their contribution to geographic sciences through published, peer-reviewed manuscripts.  Dr. Dianna Hogan, USGS Eastern Geography Science Center, and Dr. Mark Walbridge, USDA Agricultural Research Service, are the recipients of the Best Scientific Paper in Geography by a New USGS Scientist Award.   Their paper entitled “Best Management Practices for Nutrient and Sediment Retention in Urban Stormwater Runoff” was published in the Journal of Environmental Quality (Vol 36: 386-395, 2007) and contributes substantially to our knowledge of the effectiveness of Best Management Practices (BMPs) structures in urban environmental settings.  Dr. Richard Bernknopf and Dr. Anne Wein, USGS Western Geography Science Center, Dr. Marc St-Onge, Geological Survey of Canada, and Dr. Stephen Lucas, Natural Resources Canada, are the recipients of the Best Scientific Paper in Geography Award.  Their paper entitled “Analysis of Improved Government Geological Map Information for Mineral Exploration: Incorporating Efficiency, Productivity, Effectiveness, and Risk Considerations” was published as a joint Geological Survey of Canada Bulletin (593) and U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper (172).  Joint publications of the two agencies are rare and the results represent a significant advancement of approaches to estimate how updated and improved geologic maps influence costs, efficiencies, and uncertainties associated with mineral exploration.  Additionally, the methodologies highlighted in this report should be broadly applicable in assessing relationships between other environmental and economic endpoints and themes.  Please join me in congratulating the authors for their significant contributions to the Geographic Sciences. 
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