[bookmark: _GoBack]WGSC Research Geographer, Benjamin M. Sleeter, set to release the report titled, Baseline and Projected Future Carbon Storage and Greenhouse-Gas Fluxes in Ecosystems of the Western United States, at Press Conference with USGS Director, Marcia McNutt during the AGU Conference in San Francisco on December 5, 2012: The Department of the Interior will release a study of carbon storage and sequestration in Western Ecosystems as a part of a National Carbon Sequestration Assessment at the AGU Conference, December 5th at 2:30pm. The report, authored by U.S. Geological Survey scientists, is part of a congressionally mandated national assessment of carbon storage and sequestration capacities by ecosystems. The assessment of the West estimates the ability of diverse ecosystems to store carbon, information that is vital for current and future science-based land-use and land-management decision-making. The study area extends from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific coastal waters, and totals almost 2 million square miles. It includes well-known ecosystems, such as the Rocky Mountains the Sierra Nevada, the Mojave and Sonoran deserts, the Pacific Northwest forests and the vast grasslands and shrublands of the Great Basin. Major findings in the report estimate that the West sequesters nearly one and a half times as much carbon as the Great Plains, due to the strong carbon-storing capacity of forests which occupy 28 percent of the land area in the West, accounting for 70 percent of all recent carbon stored (2001-2005). Benjamin M. Sleeter plans to discuss detailed findings related to this report in coordination with USGS Director, Marcia McNutt. (Benjamin M. Sleeter, Menlo Park, CA, 650-329-4350)



